
EDITORIAL STARTING POINT (WITH NO SKYBOX AD)

EDITORIAL STARTING POINT (WITH SKYBOX AD)

R A C I S M  S T O P S  W I T H  M E

SPORT | 19
Komphela happy 
in his Celtic role

WORLD | 9
No talks with 
Trump, says Cuba

Stillwater-Lonmin deal 
gets nod  |  11

LIFE | 6
6 big trends we 
loved from NYFW

SPORT | 17
Firmino in 
doubt for 
PSG clash

R1
0.

50 Annual Subscriber R8.66
0800 220 770

CAPE TOWN 13/15º

JHB 12/34º  KZN 16/28º

—  FOUNDED 1876, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA    [   WWW.IOL.CO.ZA  ]     TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 2018   —

ACM  10958154

TUESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2018

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW!R100 MILLION
TOTAL VALUE OF ESTIMATED

JACKPOTS OVER

#PhandaPushaPlayBUY YOUR TICKETS AT WWW.NATIONALLOTTERY.CO.ZA OR YOUR NEAREST LOTTERY RETAILER

Bank cut ties over 
bond for Zuma wife
ANC wanted decision reversed, inquiry told

A R3.5 MILLION mortgage bond secured 
by the Guptas from Bank of Baroda in 
favour of one of the wives of former 
president Jacob Zuma was one of the 
factors leading to Standard Bank cutting 
business ties with the family.

This emerged at the State Capture 
Commission of Inquiry led by Deputy 
Chief Justice Raymond Zondo, who this 
week summoned all commercial banks 
to appear before him and testify about 
the impact state capture had on their 
businesses.

The commission heard that the Gup-
tas, through one of their companies, 
Westdawn Investments, gave surety to 
pay the mortgage bond – for one of  
Zuma’s wives’ trust, in which she was 
a the sole trustee and her son the sole 
beneficiary.

This was according to  Ian Sinton, 
Standard Bank’s former head of legal 
compliance. 

He was testifying about the bank’s 
decision to give notice on April 13, 2016, 
to terminate the banking services for 
the Guptas after the bank gathered 
 “sufficient evidence” that the family 

might be involved in illegal financial 
activities.

Sinton told the commission that  
the other reason for terminating the 
Guptas’ banking services was their 
decision to take a portion of money – 
which was meant for the development 
of Estina Dairy Farm in the Free State 
– to Dubai.  

Sinton told the commission that 
a few days after serving notice on the 
Guptas, they were summoned to the  
ANC’s headquarters, Luthuli House, to 
account for their decision. 

The bank was also summoned to 
a meeting to account to the inter- 
ministerial committee under Mosebenzi 
Zwane who, according to Sinton, tried 
to persuade them to reverse their deci-
sion.

Sinton said: “We found the invi-
tation inappropriate, but nevertheless 
chose to attend the meeting. Our view 
was that the ANC was the governing 
party of the day. It would have been 
disrespectful not to attend.”

He said the ANC was represented 
by its former secretary-general, Gwede 
Mantashe, ANC deputy secretary- 
general, Jessie Duarte, and Enoch Godong-

wana – the head of the ANC’s subcommit-
tee on economic transformation – who  
questioned whether the bank’s “decision 
was part of a plan by white monopoly  
capital to keep black people out of busi-
ness”.

He also said the ANC officials ques-
tioned them on whether they got “the 
instructions to terminate from Stellen-
bosch”.

Sinton said the meeting in Pretoria 
happened after the ANC meeting, but 
similar points of concern were raised.

He said that in that meeting Zwane 
tried to persuade them to reverse their 
decision, and reminded them that their 
banking licence had been given to them 
by the government. 

Zwane apparently told the Standard 
Bank delegation that the government 
had powers to introduce laws that would 
make it impossible for Standard Bank to 
terminate services to their clients.

According to Sinton, all these fac-
tors were likely to make Standard Bank 
prone to facilitating fraud, corruption 
and money laundering, which was a 
direct contravention of laws governing 
banks around the world.

The inquiry continues today.

BALDWIN NDABA  baldwin.ndaba@inl.co.za

N A T I O N

Pupils from Nomlinganiselo Primary School received a rousing welcome from teachers and parents after winning the 2018 Danone Nations Cup champions. 
They arrived from Johannesburg yesterday and will compete in Spain next year.  |  PHANDO JIKELO African News Agency/ANA

Local learners off to compete in Spain
YOUNGSTERS from Nyanga will com-
pete at the world’s largest international 
soccer tournament in Barcelona, Spain, 
after they became the first Western 
Cape team to win the national Danone 
Nations Cup.

Jubilant pupils, parents and teach-
ers welcomed the under-12 champions 
back home with posters and songs at 
Nomlinganiselo Primary School in New 
Crossroads yesterday.

School principal Bhejile Mzinda said 

that as a parent he was proud and never 
thought this would be achieved during 
his time.

“I am happy that as a school we will 
be written into history. This will also 
challenge and inspire other pupils to  
be like them, and we will try to do more. 

“This will have a positive drive in 
our school and community.”

Mazwi Ntokoza, the team’s young 
coach, said: “I am proud of my  
boys and I have never seen them this 
happy. 

“I think it’s because some of them 

were stepping out of the province 
for the first time and they can’t wait 
to go abroad for the first time – this 
includes me. I used to go to the tour-
nament as a player and now I went as 
their coach.”

Since 2000 Danone has been the 
proud organiser of the Danone Nations 
Cup, the world’s largest international 
soccer tournament for 10- to 12-year- 
olds. 

More than 2.5 million children from 
over 34 000 schools and 11 000 clubs 
from around the globe take part.
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Assault  
case against 
PSL coach

A COMMON assault case has been opened 
against Mamelodi Sundowns coach Pitso Mosi-
mane following an incident at the end of his 
club’s 3-3 Absa Premiership draw with AmaZulu 
in Umlazi on Sunday.

KwaZulu-Natal police spokesperson Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Thulani Zwane confirmed that a 
case had been opened against a known person-
ality but would not mention his name.

“Yes, there’s a case opened. It is a case of a 
common assault. It was opened (on Sunday) at 
Umlazi police station in D-section. We are still 
investigating the case. A 49-year-old male was 
allegedly assaulted with a clenched fist by a 
known suspect,” Zwane said. 

At the end of the match, two Sundowns sup-
porters invaded the pitch and security caught 
them and took them off the field. But Mosimane 
was unhappy with the manner in which the 
security guards treated the supporters. 

Mosimane tried to pull the supporters off 
security so that he could walk them off and 
that led to a scuffle. The police reacted quickly 
to separate Mosimane and the security. 

AmaZulu media officer Brilliant Mkhathini 
confirmed a case had been opened. 

“Our security service provider, Nathi 
Ngwenya, opened the case after the game. He 
is the head of Ngwelele Security Services which 
is the company that is responsible for security 
at our home matches.”

Mosimane had denied assaulting any secu-
rity staff in a post-match interview on Sunday.

“There were no punches there. You are trying 
to make a scene. Where were the punches?” 
he asked.

“Our supporters, two of them got on to the 
pitch. What do you do, you usher them out. You 
don’t drag them like they are criminals. They  
are not even resisting (to leave the field). This 
thing of showing off that we can drag somebody 
off the pitch (brutally) must end,” Mosimane 
said.

“I was just trying to say to the guy, take him 
off properly.

“That guy wanted to be on television so that 
his family can see him. It is unbelievable. If the 
guy resists then you can use other means but 
they were not resisting. He’s our supporter, let 
me take him off.” 

PSL acting chief executive Mato Madlala 
said they were still waiting for the report of the 
match commissioner. 

Sundowns are still in Durban and will take 
on Golden Arrows in a league match tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Minister of Sport and Recreation 
Tokozile Xasa has expressed shock following an 
alleged attack on a referee by the owner of Black 
Leopards David Thidiela. 

This was after a football match between 
Black Leopards and Bloemfontein Celtics. Black 
Leopards lost 1-0 at Thohoyandou on Sunday.
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Sperm surgery a success in SA
A SOPHISTICATED microsurgical procedure, 
used to retrieve sperm cells from a man with 
testicular failure, has for the first time produced 
a successful pregnancy in South Africa.

Stellenbosch University urologist and male 
infertility expert Amir Zarrabi performed the 
intricate testicular sperm extraction (Micro-
TESE) surgery on a 38-year-old man with 
non-obstructive azoospermia (NOA), also 
known as testicular failure. 

Men with this condition do not ejaculate 
sperm as a result of severely impaired or absent 
sperm production. 

Micro-TESE surgery extracts sperm directly 
from the testicle, and is a last resort for men who 
would otherwise not be able to be biological 
fathers.

After extraction, the sperm can be used 
for intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI), a 
process used to inject a single sperm into an 
egg cell in the laboratory to achieve conception. 

Alternatively, the sperm can be freeze-stored 
until the couple is ready to undergo ICSI. 

Thinus Kruger and his team at the Aevitas 
Fertility Clinic in Cape Town performed the ICSI 
procedure on the patient.

“NOA affects about 1% of the male pop-
ulation and is an important cause of male 
infertility,” Zarrabi said. 

“NOA is commonly caused by genetic abnor-
malities, undescended testicles, chemotherapy 
or infections such as mumps that spread to the 
testicles,” he added. 

It is not always possible to extract sperm and 
the success rate of this procedure is between 
30% and 60%.

“Couples are counselled before the proce-
dure to explain their chances of success and 

to manage their expectations. Even if we do 
retrieve healthy sperm, other factors related 
to ICSI and the normal risks of pregnancy also 
come into play,” Zarrabi said.

Micro-TESE surgery was first performed in 
the US in 1999. Zarrabi was the first surgeon to 
perform the procedure in South Africa in 2014. 
In 2016, he studied under Dr Peter Schlegel, the 
American urologist from Weill Cornell Medical 
College in New York who developed the pro-
cedure.

“This opens up a world of new possibilities 
for many infertile couples in South Africa who 
previously had no chance of having a child of 
which they are both biological parents,” said 
Zarrabi. 

His work on Micro-TESE surgery forms part 
of his PhD research on male infertility in South 
Africa
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‘WHEN YOU SUCCEED AS BAD AS YOU 
WANT TO BREATHE, THEN YOU’LL BE 
SUCCESSFUL’ — ERIC THOMAS


